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TWO 


Uleful Caſes 


RESOLVED. 


Ould we look into the hearts of moſt men, we 
ſhould find ſome ſuch reaſonings as theſe, ſooth- 
ing them in their Vices, and, lulling them 8+ 
ſleep while they 'are in the ready road to De- 

ſtruction. All men-commit ſome ſins or others, and moſt 
men ſuch as my felf,” or as great in another kind ; and 
yet they believe they ſhall not be miſerable hereafter : 
And therefore why ſhould I, notwithſtanding my fins, 
deſpair of Gods favour 2 why ſhould not I hope that the 
Infinite Mercy of God will extend it ſelf to me alfo > 
But. then, if his Conſcience tells him, that doubtleſs Mil- 
lions have had hopes of Heaven, that never came thi- 
ther; and then puts the Queſtion to him, What aſſu- 
rance,' what certainty have you that this ſhall not be 
your own caſe? He ſtraitway replies, aſſurance indeed 
I have none ; but that I do not expe& : for how ſhould 
fallible man know certainly how God will deal with 
him ? but I am told that Chriſt dy'd for ſinners, and 
that the Mercy of God is great 4 on that therefore will 
I depend. And ſo he goes on very comfortably in his 
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Swearing, his Damning, his Drinking, his Cheating, or 
whatever other common Vices he ts gutity of; and fo 
Hopes himfelf into Dammation. Bur now thefe men, if 
they have any real concern for eternal happineſs, Gl 
hope ſome of them have, by their conſcientiouſneſs in 
other particulars) it they did believe they could come 
to a certain knowledge of their fpiritual condition, 1 
cannot think bur that their Conſciences would not let 
them be at reſt under ſuch anſwers as theſe : Chriſtdy'd 
for ſinners ; and the mercy of God is great; which the 
moſt profligate wretehes have in their mouths as welt as 
they. No! their Confciences would be often asking them, 
Whether the omiſſion of this or. that dury be conſiſtent 
with a ſtate of Salvation ? Whether a reverence of Gods 
Nane ; whether Sobriety and Honeſty, and whatever 
elſe is commanded in the Goſpel, be not the - indiſþen» 
ſable terms of everlaſting Salvation? And ſo they would 
by degrees be brought ro the confideration of all their 
ways, andan examination of alf the particular ations 
of their hives, tif by growing daily. wt grace, they | ca 
up ts the perfett man in Chroft Jeſs. And then, O the 
Joy ! O che Comfort O the ferenztty of mind rhey 
would then experience! Wirth what' afſurance, with 
what confidence would they approach the Throne of 
Grace ? in the words of Sanevr in the Goſpel. Lord wow 
letteft thou thy Servant depart m peace, arcording to' thy 
word ; for mine eyes have ſeen thy Salnatron. And when 
they perceive their diffolurion drawing near, with what 
Alacrity 2 and-with what tranſport of Joy would they 
break out into the Apoltles words 2 7 have fought a good 
faht, Thave finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith ; 
henceforth is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs. | 

' You fee how naturally thus opinion of the atrainable- 
neſs of a certain knowledge of our ſpiritual ſtare, tends 
to 


£ 
_ 


(3) 


to a virtuous and holy life. But to prevent miſtakes, 1 
deny not, but that many men who think it impoſſible to 
frame *a certain judgment of their ſlate to Godwards, 
are very watchful and cautious in all their ways, care- 
fully evoiding all thoſe things that ſeem to fave any 
contrariety to the will of God. Burt 1 fay this their opt- 
nion 15not fo apt to-produce a good lite, as its contrary. 
For. the generality of men when they are once perſua- 
ded that with all their care and induſtry they can never 
come to a gertainty, they are ready to caft off all dili- 
genee, and follicirude about the conduQ of their lives ; 
and to rely an the Indefinite Mercy of God, and to 
hope the beſt, by which means their fins and the vici- 
ous examples of the world grow upon them ; and their 
Hope, the beſt knowledge they think they canartain to, 

them to go on in their fins, without mach inter- 
ruption and bance. 

Nay, it may be reafonably preſumed, that many of 
the good men of this perfuaſion have a flr aftu- 
rancethan their modeſty and humility will ſuffer them 
to utter : For, what fears ? what anxieties > what rack- 
ing thoughts muſt pierce their minds, who have the leaſt 
doubr or ſcruple in a matter wherein they are everlaſt- 
 —_—_ 2 What horrours 2 what anguiſh muſt 

and divide- their Souls upon their death-beds ; who 
know not but that the next moment they muſt paſs in- 
to that Lake of Fire and Brimſtone that burneth for 
ever-? 

And this has been the cafe of many a pious and good 
man: For the holy Biographers acquaint us with what 
hideons doubtings & terrours of conſcience fome of their | 
Saints and Worthies have departed this life : and they 
did fo, 'tis likely, for no other reaſon, but becauſe a fu- 


ture ſtate being then more lively and nearly repreſented 
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to them, they had not been able in their health to frame 
a fixed and ſettled judgment, whether theirs ſhould be a 
ſlate of Happineſs, or eternal Miſery. 


Now, ſince the framing a certain judgment af our 
preſent ſpiritual ſtate is a thing of ſo great uſe towards 
our leading godly, righteous, and ſober lives, and of fo 
great comtort to them that do fo, both in their life-time 
and on their death-bed, I ſhall ſkew, 

Firſt, That men may make a certain-judgment of 
themſelves, whether they are 1n a ſtate of Salvation. 

Secondly, I thall lay down the Rule, by which they 
may. make this judgment of themſelves. 

- I know that many good and holy men are of opinion 
that no man-can_ without great pride, arrogance, and 
preſumption, ſay, That he is certain of his Salvation, 
thould he die that moment : for. they think the many 
woful and deliberate faults we are all guilty of ; the in- 
numerable ſecret ones that have eſcaped our knowledge; 
the wandrings and- coldneſs in our Devotions; the 41l 
thoughts that many times ariſe in our minds, . and--the 
imperteQneſs of our beſt ations : Theſe, and ſuch-like 
conſiderations, they think, are ſufficient to confound the 
molt confident, and- to bafſle all pretences to an afſu- 
rance. And they are ready to ſay, that -they who are fo 
certain of their going to Heaven, by the immodeſty- of 
their. perſuaſions ſeem to be fartheſt from it, -But if this 
certainty be atta.nable ; nay, if it be our duty to attain 
it ; if it be a Dodrine plainly delivered in-the holy Scri- 

tures, and therein practifed by the holy men of God z 
he mult be a very timerous man that will be {card out 
of ſo uſeful and comfortable a truth by harſh cenfures, 
and ilgrounded reproaches. 
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Theſe ObjeCtions ſhall be duly weighed afterwards. 

T. But frf, let us conſider what the Scriptures ſay. to 
my firſt Propoſition, That men may, if they will deal 
impartially wirh themſelves, . know. certainly whether 
ey are 10a ſtate of Salvation. St. Joby, who wrote 
the Gnrſticks vain pretences to Knowledge, atd 
ſpiritual illuminations,. could not fall into. the ſame fault 
bimſelf by pretending to a knowledge that was not plain 
and obvious. And it is he that has told us, in his frf 
Epiſtle, ch..3. v. 10. that the Children of _ the Devil are 
manifeſt. Now, who calls that manifeſt, which no man 
has a certainty of? or who can think that the wicked 
man ſhould have a certain knowledge of his deplorable 
condition, and that the good and juit man has not the | 
comfort of knowing that he'is in a fafe one? The fame | 
Apoſlle tells us in theſame verſe, that the Children of God | 
are manifeſt, as well as the Children of the Devil. And in 
V. 14. of the ſame ch. ſpeaking of the faithfulin general, 1 
he fays, We know that we are tranſlated from death to life, 
Becauſe we love the brethren. That is, v. 16. with ſuch a 
love as will make us lay down our lives for them. And V.24- 
Hereby know we that God abideth in us, by the Spirit which 
he hath gzven us. That is, by the fruits of the Spirit that 

pear in our lives. Again, By this we know that we know 
him, if we keep his. commandments : and he that beepeth 
his' word, in him verily is the love of God perfefted. Now, 
what reaſon is there for any man to doubt of - his own. 
Salvation, who knows that he is tranſlated from death * 
to life, who knows that he is the Son of God, who. * 
knows that the love of God is perfected in vm oe | 
certainly / for the ſame Apoſtle has told us, If glirbeart 
rondemn us not, then have we confidence towards God. ** 

Now,the pretending uncertainty after ſuch clearneſs of , 
evidence, would better become the Pagan Sceptick, than WM 
the truly humble and modeſt Chriſtian. B 'n - TY 
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In the next place let us ſee what St. Paul fays to this 
point. In the 57h. ch. of the 24. Epiſt. to the Cor. 1 v. he 
ſpeaks ob himſelf thus : For we know that if our earthly 
' houſe Ml thu Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a building 

of Goa houſe not made with hands,eternal in the Hegaevs. 

gain inthe 24. Epi/t. to Timothy, and in the 4h. 
How unconceivable was his joy, which broke out into 
thefe words ?"7 have foaght a good fight, Ihave finiſhed 
my courſe, T have kept the faith : henceforth there is laid 
' for the a Coin ph Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 

ighteous Falk hall give me in that day,Fc. Could theſe 
words be wttttred by a man that had the leaſt doubt, 
whether his life was agreeable to the will of God, or 
chat he ſhould not receive that eternal weight of Glory, 
the reward of an holy life ? Af, after this evidence from 
the New Teſtament, we look backwatds into the Old, 
we ſhall find good King Hezetiah fo well fatisfied in his 
own inteprity and ſincerity, that when he was a dying 
(and then we know that doubts and ſ{cruples are moſt 
apt to ariſe) he durſt call upon God to take a view of 
lis'paſt life; Remember now, O Lord, Tteſeech thee, how 
T bhirve-watked "before thee in truth, and with a perfect 
heart, awd hoe done that which is good in thy fight. Like- 
wife we may obſerve David in the 17 and 18 Pſalms, 
full of aſſurance and confidence, as to his own Righte» 
ouſneſs, and future reward of it. As. for me, I ſhall be- 
hold thy face in Righteoufmeſs : I ſhall be ſatisfied when 1 
awake with thy likeneſs. I have kept the ways of the Lord, 
and have not wickedly departed from God : Therefore hath 
the Lord recompenſed me according to my righteouſneſs, 
according to the cleanneſs of my hands in his ht I wall 
not tire you with the examples of Fob, Nehemiah, and 
other holy men, that have expreſſed the like confidence 
of their own Holineſs and Sincerity. 
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Nor is this aſſurance and canfidence the peculiar pri- 
viledge of theſe extraordinary perſons. For beſides what 
you have already read out of St. John concerning all 
true Chriſtians 1n genera] ; and. beſides that, the tore- 
mentioned holy men grounded their aſſurance-on the 
ſenſe they had of their. own Integrity a9. Sigcerity ;-tis 
plain from Scripture, thax, all perſons may, pay ought to 
arrive to this certainty. For are we not told, Gal.-5. That 
the fruits of the Spirit, which all true Chriſtians have, 
and.arc guided by, are $4 and Foy? And St. Peter, in 
the x: cþ. of his 1, Epif 1098 $ rhe he fphlul he wr 9 
Is whaw, that i IS, 41 iſt, thaugh you fee him nat, 
ſg ye rejoyce with joy. unſpeakable. Now, W - 
Joy, what. Peace can there be to thoſe who heartily be- 
lieyve a future Arr when they rhe leaſt doube that Chiiſt, 
when they ſhall Gl jd Pn r before him, thall prove an £nra- 
ged Judge, inſtead of S8yYiour2 What perſon 
CAn canceive an wet Li 10y at the conſigeratign of 
him, whom he Kgows not hut #he next nunute he-may 
pranounce the ſentence gn him of, Go.gop-.cyrſed inco 
eperlaſtiy, ng Fire 2 Beligdes, we we big t0 givgi thanks. fo 
him,” and praiſe him, as well as to' rejoyce ia Wm--;{Byt 
how .can any. man periorgy theſc Tufies from his heart, 
who 4s in an POEerTBIIY. hs x9 wo - Eſtate ? For 
certainly thoſe Merczes he \Qbjet of ,gur 
upleagpep Praiſes and T1 PIE if wedipve reaſan 
to fear they do not apPErtanity; Mr © 

But were there not one Brecept ar 'Exainple ; in the 
whale Bi4le to prove this point, methinks the natural 
uſe gf Cyr might be ſuf}:ciept 10. clear it, ples 
Gt fo y Aha hat 39d as giy&8 us Cankeienges jo, 
af and $9rment v5g: fo Peace Ang.comfort clap age 


not give any reaſonable and conſideziag i while 
there remains any doubt that he ſhall perith A - 
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ly : and fo the beſt of men would be Furies to them- 
ſelves while living, whatever becomes of them when 
dead. y 

I know there are many ready to ask, whether the 
moſt confident man in this perſuaſion would be willing 
on his death-bed to deckrehin aſſurance of his Salvation, 
and with fuch words in his mouth to breathe his laſt ? 
But in anſwer to this, beſides that what a man would 
chooſe todo is one thing, and what certainly a good man 
may attais to: is another : Beſides this, I ſay, he would 
tell you,that as he had lived in the prattice of allChrifti- 
anVirtues,ſo he would willingly die 1n the praCtice of the 
greateſt ; the pardoning others,and begging Gods pardon 
tor himſelf. He would tell you, that Humulity, as it was 
the conſtant duty of a Chriſtian, ſo it more eſpecially 
became him when a ſtepping into the preſence of God, 
& that he would therefore willingly depart with hiseyes 
and heart towards Howen kunt imploring the Divine 
Mercy. And that among other reaſons he was therefore 
certain thatihe ſhould obtain it,becauſe he asked z» Fairh, 
becauſe: he in no ways doubted, but that he was a proper 
Obje&@ of ir. | | 

As for the Obje&ions that may be made-againſt this 
Do&trine of aſſurance, they will either be obviated, or 
beſt anſwered, when I have handled my fecond py 
ſition. For if acertain Rule may be'laid down, whereby 
a man may judge infallibly of his Spiritual ſtate, few 
will be troubled with the Objeftions. For their greateſt 
force lies in the want of a clear Rule to guide us in our 
judgment. And therefore T haſten to the giving the 
Rule,/by which a holy'man' may certaihly Judge of his 
Spiritual good eſtate, or” the it' man may put Himſelf 
' int6a good one, DRLe "4 py 
Il. The 
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T{. The Rule conſiſts of theſe three parts : 

Fir(t, The committing of no fin, though in violence- 
of paſſion, that is heinous in its Objeft ; ſuch as Blaſ- 
phemy, Raſh Swearing, Perjury , Tdolatry, Murther, 
Curſing, Adultery, Fornication, and the like: 

Or, Secondly, let the Objet be never fo ſmall, the 
committing no ſin that is heinous in its Cauſe ; "ſuch as 
are all ſins rhat are committed wilfuly and deliberately; 
that is, when we both know they are againſt the Com- 
mands of God, and conſider they are fo, at the time of 
committing them ; or we might have both known and 
conſidered this, if we had not been highly wanting to 
our ſelves; ſo that our Ignorance and out Inconſiderati- 
on was voluntary, and ſo 1s the fin by conſequence 
that proceeds from theſe : which, in the Phraſe of the: 
Schools, is, bei 

Thirdly, If we 

* ſiffs, the repenting of them 1n ſuch a meaſure as we are 
ſure will be accepted by our good and gracious God, in- 
and through the merits of our Bleſſed Saviour. How and 
when we may be ſure that our Repentance is accepted; I 
ſhall ſhew afterwards. 


voluntary or deliberatvin its caaſe, 
ve been guilty of the fore-mentioned* 


This being the Rule by which men may judge of their - 
Spiritual ſtate, that they may have a ſerious regard to - 
it, and depend on it with fafety, I account my ſelf oblj-- 
ged to do theſe three things : 

Firſt, To prove that nothing leſs than the obſerving of 
the three parts of this my Rule, can give us any juſt a& 


ſurance of Salvation. 


Secondly, That the . parts of this Rule, if obſerved, . 
are ſufficient ' to- put any man into a ſtate of” Salva-- 


: Thirdly, 
Lo 
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Thirdly, That it is plain and eaſie, fuch as all Rules 
ought to be, ſuch as any man of common ſenſe may ea- 


ſily and ſecurely apply-to himſelf. 


1. Firſt then, That nothing leſs than the obſerving of the 
three parts of my Rule can give us any juſt aſſurance of Sal- 
vation: 

x. As for thoſe ſins that are heinous in their Obje&, 
they are ſo contrary to the firſt diftates of the light of 
Nature, or are ſo repugnant to the expreſs Commands 
of God, that no man could poſlibly fall into them, who * 
for any time immediately before had eonſcientiouſly 
diſcharged his duty, and had had a ſerious regard to the 
Laws of God: and he that has not had this regard, he 
was in ſuch a wretched and hardened Nate, that his 
caſe had been deſperate without the addition of any of 
theſe grievous Crimes. Let the provocation be never 
ſo great, and the paſſion never ſo ſtr where there is 
any tolerable degree of tenderneſs in the Conſciencey it 
could not but with-hold the perſon from villagies fo 
oppoſite to his plain duty to God and Man, and that in 
the higheſt inſtances of at. Iknow that there have. 
and there are many men offair Charaters1n the world, 
that have committed one or other of theſe Crimes ; but 
aſluredly rhey ow'd their Religion, as their Cloaths, - to 
the.fafhion : It was that which put it og-them ; their 
Juſtice, their Loyalty,. and all their Morality in.their 
other ations, was nothing but the Gallantry of :the 
Age, or Self-interaſt : the fear of Gad, .if ever they 
knew.it, was dead and rotten in them, or &lſe ſuch 
ſtench and'filthineſs could never have.come git.of them. 
But to paſs from-theſe heinaus Indehberate Crimes, if 
they arc capable of :being Indeliberate ; , for 4 much 
loubt whether any Chriſtians Conſcience is fo _ ape 

upid, 
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ſtupid, as at the time of doing them not immediately 
td admoniſh him, not to ſtare in his face, and tell him, 
that he is a daſhing himſelf againſt the Natural or the 
Revealed will of God. And it his Conſcience told him 
ſo much, then certainly they were done with conſidera- 
tion and deliberation. And had he ſtaid a month or 2 
year before the perpetration of them , his Conſcience 
might have ſuggeſted other Arguments, but not grea- 
ter, nor more proper to diſſuade him. Tis true, Fime 
tis probable would have abated the ſtrength of his paſſj- 
on. . But no man 1s virtuous for not having a tempta- 
tion, but for reſiſting it ; nor is he a true Chriſtian, 
that does not reſiſt the greateſt. But enough has been 
faid toſhew ſach heinous Crimes, however committed, 
to be inconſiſtent with Salvation, eſpecially with a Se- - 
curity of it. 
2. And fo I paſs (asI faid) to wilful and deliberate : 
ſms ; ſach as we know to be ſins, and at the time of + 
committing them recolte& that they are fo. And theſe 
alſo, nay one a of theſe, ket them be never fo ſmall, 
vety much endanger a mans Salvation; for the Popi/b 
Caſuifts, by their diſtin&ion of fins Venial into fins - 
Light in their Nature, though ated willingly, ſuch as 
Foolifh Jefting, Officious Lying, ſmall Excelfes, and the 
like ; and Light in their Object, ſuch as ſtealing a Pin, . 
a Farthing, or any Trifk : By theſe diſtmAarons, I fay, 
they rhake the Salvation of their followers very doubt- 
ful, if they do not utterly deſtroy it. And it 1s Security 
and Aſſurance that I contend for. Now, can the allowin 
ones ſelf in diſobedience to any of the commands 3 
God, conſiſt with an Obedience to him with all our heart, 
and with all our ſoul > Can he that deliberately breaks 
the leaſt of the Commands, aflure himſelf that he ſhall 
not be the leaft in the Xingdom of Heaven ; that 1s, _ 
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be at all admitted into it > Can that Soul that finneth 
preſumptuouſly, though in never ſo ſmall a matter, be 
certain that he reproacheth not the Lord, and that he ſhall 
not be cut off ? contrary to Numb. 15.30 v. He that will 
not part with theſe handfuls of barley and morſels of bread, 
for his. duty to 50d,feerhs to have but little deſire ofHea- 
ven, and I am affraid will have leſs of it for his Portion. 
But to leave theſe miſerable Guides of Souls, that thus 
unwarily endeavour to widen the »arrow way that leads 
tglife, till they fall into the broad road that leadeth to 
deſtruction : For the indulging ones ſelf in the ſmaller 
ſins, leſſens the fear of God, and the habit of doing well, 
and ſo draws us into more and greater ſins. But leaving 
theſe miſerable Guides, I ſhall betake my felt more 
cloſely to the proof of the ſecond part oft my Rule, 


VIZ. 


That one deliberate fin will endanger our eternal hap- 
pineſs. 1 might ſay, will certainly deſtroy it z but that 
15 more than Iam engaged to prove at preſent. 

Does not St.Paul in his x Ep. to the Cor. 6 ch. tell us, 
that, neither Fornicators,nor Idolaters,nor A dulterers nor Ef- 
feminate,nor abuſers of themſelves with Mankind,nor Thieves, 
vor Covetous, nor Drunkards,nor Revilers, nor Extortioners, 
ſhall inberit the Kingdom of God. Some, I know, dif- 
pute, whether a ſingle, though deliberate act, can give 
us one of theſe denominations ? In moſt of them'tis 
own'd it will ; but why it ſhould not 1n all, inthe fight 
of God, I can ſee no reaſon. But that this pretence may 
not deceive us, we are told by the ſame Apoſtle in the 

5 to the Gal. ſpeaking of the works of the fleſh, Adultery, 
Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witch- 
craft, Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Sedi- 
tions, Herefies, Envyings, Murthers, Drunkenneſs , and 
ſucks 
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fuck-like. We are told, that thoſe that do juch things ſhall 
wat inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. Now theſe words, 
They which do ſuch things, relate to ſingle ACtions, as 
well as to Habits ; and the doers of theſe things are 
debarred the Kingdom of Heaven. And then the ſact- 
like that follows this long Catalogue of (ins, ſhews that 
it is not only theſe ſpecies of ſins, but the reſt which 
fall under the denomination of fin, which it would have 
been endleſs to have enumerated, - are ſubje& to the like 
dreadful penalty. And there is good reaſon to believe 
it, for in the firſt Fpiſtle of St:-John, ch. 3. v. 6. we 
are told, Whoſoever abideth in Ged, finneth mot : and 
verſe 8. If he does, he is no longer a Child of God, but of 
the Devil. Accordingly, fin is defined by the School- 
men to be an aver/ton from Ged, and a cleaving to the, 
Creature. Now, that the Apoſtle means. ſingle ads as 
well as habits, is plain from the expreſſion it ſelf, Z/: 
that finneth, which 1s applicable to aQts as well as ha- 


- bits, and from the deſign of the Apoſtle in writing this 


Epiſtle, which was to diſſuade men from -all fin, ch. 2. 
V. I. Theſe things write I unto you, that you fim not, Now, 
who will offer to fay that the Apoſtles deſign was not 
to diſſuade from ſingle acts. as well as habits > And 
yet he faith, He that fanneth, is of the Devil ; that” is, 
voluntarily and deliberately, as I ſhall make appear at- 
terwards. Beſides, let us confider_ that under the old 
Law Sau! was cut off for ſparing an Agag and the fat 
Beaſt againſt the expreſs Command of God ; let us 
conſider that that man that but once carried a bundle 
of Sticks on the Sabbath-day, was put todeath without 
mercy, and that there was no expiation allow'd for fins, 
how ſmall ſoever the object was, if committed knov: - 
ingly and willingly ; but in the words of St. 7 mes, 
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C. 2. He that was guilty of one point, was guilty of all. 
Not that he formally broke every Command, bur that 
the event was the ſame ; he was as certainly puniſhed 
with death; as if he had violated every particular. 
And this with good reaſon ; for in ſo doing he ſinned 
againſt That which only could engage him to the ob- 
ſervance of the whole, the Love of God, and an ear- 
neſt deſire to pleaſe him. 


If this was the ſeverity of the Jewi/h Law, and every 
tranſgreſſion and diſobedience received the juſt_recompence 
of reward, and the witful offender died withoud Mercy : 


how ſball we eſcape, if we negled ſo | means of Salva- * 


tion > which has been brought down to us, not by 
Angels, as the Moſaical Law was, but by the Son of 
God. This is not mine, but the Apoſtles Argument, 
in his Epiſtle to the Zebrews, and the other was made 
by St. | 6 himſelf, and therefore they are the more 
carefully to be heeded. 


I fore-ſee that there are-many who will not ea] 
be perſuaded to think ſo hardly of one wiltul fin, ( for 
tis a troubleſom thing to be condemned by ones own 
Conſcience) and that therefore they will ——_—_ as 
to the Arguments drawn from the Old Law; That no 
man, unleſs he dies in the very moment of committing 
a wilful ſin, is immediately damned for it, as they 
were-immediately put to Death under the Old Law for 
one wilful tranſgrefſion: for the Grace of the Goſpel 
has brought an Expiation for the moſt grievous crimes, 
and ſhewed us a way by Repentance to avoid their 
puniſhment. Burt all that I urged the former paſſages 
tor, was to ſhew, That the Goſpel teaches us, that to 
every 
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every wilful diſobedience, to the guilt of any one point 
now, Eternal death 1s as certainly due in the next Life, 
as a Temporal one among' the Jews was due in this. 
And that therefore all perſons ought as carefully to 
avoid every wilful offence under the Goſpel , as the 
Jews were obliged to avoid every wilful tranſgreſſion 
of their Law ; in which the Penalty was not fo great, 
nor was the Diſcovery fo certain. As for the refuge 
of Repemtance which 1s allow'd now againſt an Eter- 
nal death, and was not ordinarily allow'd the Jews 
againſt a Temporal one, of this under my next Head : 
But if we e the Grace of the Goſpel an inlet to 
our \{ms, we highly provoke Gods Juſtice by thus 
abuſing his Mercy ; And when we make uſe of it to 
take off the force, not of mine, but the two Apo- 
ſiles Arguments, we are not followers of their Dc- 
&rine, but of our own deceitful Luſts, and carnal Rea- 
ſonings. 


Beſides theſe reaſons from Scripture, there is a Na- 
tural one, and that a very great one, that ſhews the 
danger that is in every wilful ſin. The General Rules 
of our duty relating either to God, our Neighbour, 
or or ſelves, are ſuch as tend to our Profit and our 
Intereſt, to our Credit and Reputation, to our Prudent 
Pleaſure, and our Health; And then he that looks no 
farther than'this life, if diſcreet, would carefully ob- 
ſerve them. And therefore the ordinary obſervance 
of our duty, cannot diſtinguiſh us from fuch a perſon as 
this, nor give us a ſecurer title to happineſs than the 
Children of this world have, that are wiſe in their Ge- 
weration. But ſometimes it falls out, and that perhaps 
to try-us, that in particular inſtances our Duty inter- 
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_ feres with our Profit, our Credit, or our Faſe. And 
then we have the greateſt opportunities of experiencing 
whether our hearts are ſound towards God; T hen is our 
day of trial ; Then may we know whether we /ove God 
with all our hearts,and whether we are willing to forſake 
Father or Mother, Brother or Siſter ,*whatever is moſt 
dear to us, for the ſake of our Bleſſed Saviour. If in 
theſe caſes we fail of our duty, and prefer our preſent 
concerns before the Commands of God, the Devil 
may juſtly fay, 'tis not for nought that we ſerved God, 
Fob 1.9. We purſued our worldly Intereſis, while we 
flattered our ſelves we ſerved the Lord. And then who 
can ſately depend on ſuch an obedience, as is thus liable 
to be reproached by his Accuſer 2 


I know it may te objeted, That a Reverend Divine 
has tv!d us in his Dire&tions how we may judge of our 
Spiritual ſtate, That if the General courſe of our Attions 
bed a doing of Righteouſneſs , thaugh we are ſometimes 
born down by the Violence of Temptations, the Grate of 
the Goſpel accepts of this Imperſett, but Sincere Obedt- 


ENCE. 


But (1.) What Aſſurance does he give, that- this 
will be ſufficient to any mans Salvation? He fays, 
that an Unſinning Obedience is impoſſible, and that 
therefore ſomewhat leſs than a perte&t Obedience is 
neceſlary, (if any man is faved.) But is there no Me- 
dium betwixt a Perfe& Obedience, and that in the 
General courſe of our lives ? Does gt That Obedience 
Which is ſpotted only with ſins of Infinity, and which 
keeps the good Chriſtian from all Wiltul and De- 


liberate Sins, come nearer -to an Unſinning Obedience, 
than 
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than that which is ſometimes born down by the Vo- 
lence of Temptations ? 


(2dly.) This Rule is not clear enough to dire& any 
man in ſo weighty a marter ; For what one man calls 
Obedience as to the General courſe of our Attions, 2» 
nother will not call ſo. And he that is but ſometimes 
Drunk, and Cheats but now and then, and is bur ſel- 
dom guily of Fornication, or any other ſin, may com- 
fortably commit them, ſo that he does not turn them 
into an Habitual Practice. And I verily believe, ſhould 
ſ appeal to moſt mens Conlciences, that are not ex- 
tremely Vicious, they would confeſs, that they flacken 
the reins now and then to a Delightful Luſt, or a Pro- 
fitable Sin, becauſe they are of Opinion, that if in the 
Generality . of their Aftions they obſerve their Duty, 
thefe not common Intermiſſions,will not endanger their 


Salvation. 


I think I need not oppoſe Authority againſt Autho- 
rity, ſince the Uncertainty and Looſeneſs of the Rule 
is ſufficient to confute.it. And if the Arguments by 
which I have proved the danger that is in every Wilful 
Sin, be Good, This Rule mult needs he Deceitful and 
Erroneous. 


As for the other Species of Wiltul Sins, thar are 
Wilful in their Cauſe, when we have neglected ſuch 
means of Knowledge as were confiſtent with our Cir- 
cumſtances, and fo choſen our Ignorance ; or when 
we had time and leiſure to have conſider'd our ations 
before we did them, bur we would run raſhly and in- 
conſiderately upon them. Such Ignorance and Inconſi- 
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deration are ſo far from excuſing an Attion, that they 
highly aggravate it. They are marks that our Spirit 
is ſtrangely alienated from God ; They ſhew that we 
love Darkneſs more than Light, and that we regard 
not the conforming our Actions to the Commands. of 
God ; That . we would not conſider our ways, leſt we 
ſhould turn our feet unto his Teſtimonies. And what 
will be the effe& of ſuch groſs Heedleſneſs and affeted 
___ I leave every mans own Conſcience to tell 
im. 


Give me leave to back what I have delivered on this 
Head, with the Authority of the Whole Duty of Mar, 
a Book deſervedly in moſt peoples hands. Chap. 6. Sed. 
2I. We are told, That whoſoever continues in any one Wil- 
ful Sin, is not in Gods favour, nor can he, if he ſo die, hope 
for any mercy at his hand. 


But now the man that is conſcious to himſelf of any 
Wilful Sin, is ready to fay in his heart, Though every 
Wilful Sin is Damnable, yet is it not ſo to them that 
have forſaken it, 'tis not ſo upon Repentance, and 
That-I have performed, and therefore this terrible 
Diſcourſe does not affe&t me. And bleffed for evermore 
be the Infinite Mercy of our Gracious God, that has de- 
clared his readineſs to receive the Returning Prodigal, 
to receive us to Pardon, though we have ſinn'd with an 
high hand, and Preſumptuouſly rebelled againſt Him ; 
That has extended his Expiatory Sacrifice, not only to 
our Sins of Ignorance and Infirmity, as under the Old 
Law, but to our Sins againſt our Knowledge, to our 
Voluntary andPreſumptuous Sins. 


(3dly.) But 
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(3dly.) But this confident perſon, that has tately 
been guilty of one Wilful Sin, muſt be told, That 
before he can give Peace and Quiet to his Soul, he 
ought to be certain that his Repentahce has been of 
ſuch a nature, and in ſuch meaſure, as will be accepted 
with God ; which is the Third part of my Rule, Zy 
which a-man may judge of his Spiritual State. 


But he that has lately been guilty of One Wilful 
Sin, cannot be ſure that his Repentance is accepted by 
God. For though he may be ſenſible of his fault, and 
the danger it has brought him into ; though he has 
ſeveral times 'd Gods pardon, and, if he be of a 
ſoft and tender temper, with groans and tears too ; 
though he has made fatisfation and reſtitution for what- 
ever 1njury he has done by his fin, (all which particulars 


. are abſolutely required of every True Penitent ;) His 


fin being lately committed, he cannot have had ſuffici- 
ent experience of the Firmneſs and Soundneſs of his 
Repentance. "Tis a ſtri&& Obedience in all our Volun- 
tary aQtions,. to all the Commands of God, and that 
when our Intereſt and our Pleaſure run counter to 
them ; *Tis ſuch a ſtrit and Univerſal Obedience that 
is the only Touch-ftone to diſtinguiſh between the 
True and the Falſe Repentance. For how often have 
we found our Reſolutions of amendment prove inef- 
feQtual ? And how can we be ſure, unleſs by experi- 
ence, that qur preſent Reſolutions ſhall not be as un- 
ſuccesful as pur Former ? We may truly 'and fincerel 

reſolve to pleaſe God for the future, as the Child, 
while the delicious Bait is abſent, may heartily pro- 


miſe his Father, that he will never offend him again ; 
Bur 
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But how know we that this our reſolution is not built 
on a Sandy Foundatwn, too weak to ſupport it, when 
the Rains, the Floods, and the Winds, the violence of 
Temptations ſhall aſſault it ? I doubt not but St. Peter 
did not diſlemble with his Maſier, when he rold him 
ſo briskly, Though all men ſhould forſake him, yet would 
ot he ; and yet 'tis upon Record how ſhamefully he 
flew off upon Tryal. Therefore the {irength and good- 
neſs of our Deſires and Reſolutions are be!t known by 
our Actions. Virtuous Habits in the Soul] are to be diſ- 
cern'd certainly only by the Acts they produce. This 
makes Divines commonly fay, that no man can be ſure 
that a Death-bed-repentance is valid. This made St. Au- 
ſtin ſay, Lib. 50. Hom. 41. That a Chriſtian Irving well, 
goes hence ſecurely. He that repents, and afterwards lives 
well, goes hence ſecurely. He that repents at laſt, and is 
abſolved, whether he goes hence ſecurely, I am- not ſecure. 
Accordingly Salvian ſays, Sera cautione ſpondere aliquid 
temerarium eſt. It would be a piece of Raſhneſs and Pre- 
ſumption to give any aſſurance to a Death-bed-Penitent- 
This made the ancient Church, as we learn from St. Cy- 
prian, refuſe the YViaticum, the Sacrament, to perſons that 
deferred their Repentance tilldeath ; for theſe had given 
no proof of their amendment. And when, after the de- 
cay of Ecclefraſtical Diſcipline, they gave it to ſuch, it 
was de Lexeeſſe, that it might do as. much good as it 
could ; but what that would be, God only knew, to 
man it was wholly doubtful, as we are informed in this 
tamous expreſſion : Penitentiam dare poſſumus, ſecuritas 
tem non poſſumus : We can grve them the Sacrament, 'but 
that they ſhall receive the benefit defign'd by it, we cannot 
aſſure them. We haye but one Inſtance of a dying Peni- 
tent, of the ſincerity and ſufficiency of whoſe Repen- 
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tance v'e are aſcertain'd ; *tis that of the Thief on the 
Croſs ; and our aſſurance of this is owing to nothing 
leſs than the Teſtimony of Him who was God as well 
as Man. | 


. He that, notwithſtanding what has been faid, dares 
venture on a known fin, hoping to make all well again 
by a ſpeedy 4 [ would deſire him to conſi- 
der, whether it he had a Son or a Servant that ſhould 
offend him, eſpecially ſeveral times, preſuming on his 
kindneſs and good nature ; whether, I ſay, he would 
eaſily and quickly pardon ſuch a Son or a Servant 2 
Secondly, whether ſuch a perſon would not ſhew himſelf 
to be of a very baſe, ungrateful,and dif-ingenuous temper, 
and not to be reformed in a little time, or with little 
pains? Now, why ſhould we fooliſhly imagine, that 
God will ſuffer his Mercy to be abuſed any more than 
Man? Or that ſuch a behaviour towards God, does not 


* argue ſo baſe a diſpoſition, as is not quickly to be put off? 


Let ſuch a perſon but repreſent the Trumpet ſounding, 
the Son of Man on theThrone,allcheHeavenlyHoſt ſur- 
rounding him, and the Books open'd, and Sentence 
ready to be pronounced ; and then let him conſider, 
whether he could depend on that Mercy which he had 
ſo lately abuſed, and whether, for all his imaginary Re- 
pentance, he would not with amazement and horror be 
frequently caſting his eyes on that Stain, which he had 
ſo lately contratted. Such a Prolepfſis of the Day of 
Judgment would ſhew us there is much more danger in 
one Wilful Sin lately committed, than we are apt to 
fancy, while we put that day far from us. 
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But if he that has been guilty of one heinous Indelji- 
berate ſin, or of one Wilful one, in never fo ſmall a 
matrer, be in ſo dangerous a caſe : What ſhall we fay 
to the Oppreſlor and Defrauder of Mankind, to, the 
Cuſtomary Swearer, to the Damner, to the Drunkard, 
to the Fornicator, to all that wallow in any one habitual 
fin ? Afſuredly there is iz a0, 2 great Gulf between 
Them and Happineſs ; They are as far from it, as Hea- 
ven is from Hell. 


IT. But not to grieve our ſelves any longer with ſo 
melancholly a Subje&, I ſhall haſten to give Comfort 
and Aſſurance to all pious perſons, that for a long time 
have lived conſcientiouſly in the diſcharge of their duty, 
and have carefully avoided all Wiltul and Deliberate 
Sins. And the giving this aſſurance is the proving the 
Jcievey of my Rule, which was the ſecond thing to be 

one. 


For Theſe are they that have brought forth works meet 
for Repentance ; That have put _y the evil of their do- 
ings, by ceaſing, to do Evil, and by learning to do Well. 1. 
16, 17. They deſire nothing more than their Eternal 
Salvation, and their conſtant Reſolutions are for the 
Obſervance of all the Commands of God ; . and then 
the Conformity of their Outward Ations prove that 
theſe their Deſires and Reſolutions are ſincere and 
ſtrong. - So' that if they look into the Inward Man, 
they find themſelves renewed in the Spirit of their 
Minds ; and if they take a view of their Outward AQti- 
ons, they find nothing of the Old. Now when the wicked 


forſakes his Way, and the unrighteous his Thoughts ; when 
he 
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he turneth from the Wickedneſs that he has committed, 
and doth that which is Lawful and Right, we are aſſured 
by Ezekiel, that Fe ſhall ſave his Soul alive ; and by 
Laiah, 55. 7. That God will bave mercy upon him, and 
will abundantly pardon. Here it will be asked, what time 
is neceſſary for the making this experience of ones ſelf 
But 'tis 1mpoſlible for one man to determine this for 
another. Tryals and Temptations are not the ſame 
to all men in the ſame ſpace of time ; nor is all true 
Chriſtians Intenſeneſs of Obedience £qual.;: for-rhere tire 
degrees even in Sincerity; as:there.are degrees of kiap- 
pinel$, ſuitable to them. - Wherefore every mans owin 
Conſcience mul? tell, him, ; whether he has been diligent 
to learn his, Duty, and had time to go ſteadily through 
All or the: Main branches of is as they: atofe :./W hether 
he has..daily made the Natural and- Revealed Will of 
God the Rule. of all his Words-and Actions, even when 
his Pleaſure or his Worldly Intereſt tempted to the con- 
* trary.. Now, he that has done this, may be reaſonably 
preſumed proof againſt the fiery Tryal, andthe lughelſt 
Temprations, if it be his happineſs to: Tufler far-Righ- 
teouſnels-fake, And then, This is the man, and This 
only, that upon the Examination' of his Life, 'and this 
Conſideration of his Ways, can give Peace and Quitet to 
his Soul ; that canſay with St. Pani, If our earthly hoafe 
of this Tabernacle be diſſolved, ing. hiave a: byntding-! of 
God, an houſe not nigde with bands, Fiternal'in ther Hea» 
VENS. | 2r12 th, 


But it will not be ſufficient to the.Noubting Chriſta 
to hayethys proved my Rule: uhldfs 14lſo- anſwetihus 
ſcruples;,,For'he-will putiif; and fay, ib: am aftraid, God 
has made more things neceſſary than your Rule on___ 
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ſes ; my own Conſcience condemns me, though You do 
not. I many times have wandring thoughts, and want 
zeal in my Devotions ; I fear I have many ſecret ſins to 
anſwer for ; I often offend through Ignorance and In- 
conſideration, as I many times diſcover, but too late ; 
and ſome times ill thoughts and imaginations ariſe in 
my mind : So that I am all over polluted with fin, and 
St. John has told me, He- that fſinneth is of the Devil, and 
not of God. | 


Theſe, and ſuch-like fins,if they proceed fromour ſloth 
and negligence, if we do not ſitive and ſtruggle againſt 
them, they ſeem-to have the conſent of our Wills, and 
ſo may prove Damnable : but. otherwiſe they hardly 
deſerve the name of. Moral Aﬀtions. They aro not cho- 
ſen by our wills, they- neceſſarily flow from the Imper- 
teftions of -our Natures, and ſo are not the proper Ob- 
X& of Laws, nor of Rewards and Penalties. But to 
ſpeak to the ObjeCtions ſeparately : Our Zeal E:Warmth 
in. any Action does depend in a great meaſure on the 
general temper of our bodies, and the particular one we 
are then in, when we undertake any Action : which 
temper varies with 'the Weather, and an hundred other 
Uncertain cauſes. The holineſs of our Lives, and an 
humble dependance on God in all our Concerns, does 
recommend our Prayers more than the Warmth of our 
AﬀeStions, or the Volubility of our Tongues. As for our 
Thoughts, 'tis-no wonder they. are deſultory and wan- 


dring, ſince the Soul of man cannot bear a continual ' 


ſtretch and intention, ſince the variety of ObjeCtsare apt 
to diftratt us, and as-it were compel us to-mind them. 
Laſtly, fince the Multiplicity of Aﬀairs' and Buſineſs 
which God himſelf has impoſed on us, will recur to our 


minds 
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minds without our ſeeking. Next, for our (ns of Igao- 
rance and Inconſiceration ; if we have been honeſtly in- 
duſtrious to learn our duty, and watchful to prevent a 
ſurpriſe where we diſcern'd danger of it, the efle&ts of 
theſe are unavoicable, and though in themſelves they are 
deviations from the Laws of God, they ſhall never be 
imputed as fuch to us. No good mar will puniſh ano- 
ther for that which was inevitable. Then for our ill 
Thoughts, when by the looſeneſs of our lives we do not 
give occaſion to them, they have their Natural cauſes, 
as well as the former : If we do not indulge our ſelves in 
them, if we do not take pleaſure in them, bur diſmiſs 
them with a Get ye behind me Satan, you ſaveur net the 
things of God, they are the Objetts of our Virtues, and 
not our Vices, they are proofs of a reſolute and fleady 
Obedience. Wherefore 'tis plain that the Apoſtle in-theſe 
words, He that finneth is of the Devil, meanerh not ſuch 
Adtions as are owing to the weakneſs of our Nature, but 
to the Vitioſity of our Wills ; Such as the Gnofticis al- 
low'd themſelves in, againſt whom the Apoſtle dires 
theſe words, and the reſt of this Epiſtle. All that the 
beſt of Chriſtians can do, as to theſe fins of [nfirmity, is 
to humbly acknowledge them, to ſtrive ou them, 
and to beg Gods pardon: for them in general. More than 
this is impoſſible, and that this is enough all Divines 


agree. 

> The doubting Chriſtian will reply, Thave indeed uſed 
ſome endeavours to correct the coluneſs of my Prayers, 
to reſtrain all evil thoughts, to better inform my Judg- 
ment, and to prevent all Inconſiderateneſs : but I .am 
ſenſible I have not uſed my utmoſt endeavours; and this, 
if T loved God as I ought, with all my heart, with all my 
ſoul, and with all my might, 1 ſhould have done, &z ſo ſhi 
I ſtand condemn'd by my own Conſcience. But 
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But certainly loving God with all our Heart, and 
with all our Might, is not with all our Power flrain'd 
to the utmoſt pollibility ; for this would not be to pre- 
ſcribe a Law to Mankind, but immediately to put them 
All, how Innocent ſoever, on the Rack, and that the ſe- 
vereſt. For the ſtretching the faculties of the Soul to 
their utmoſt poſſibility, 1s much more grievous than the 
diſtention of the Members of the Body. Beſides, there 
is no way of judging when we have done all that is poſ- 
ſible, if we take 1t in that ſtrict ſenſe. Neither David, who 
is faid to have followed God with all his heart,1 Kings 14.8, 
Nor Zechariazand Elizabeth, and others who are faid to 
have walked in all the Commands of God, 1n this of loving 
God with all the heart, as well as the reſt, ever perfor- 
medit in this ſenſe. We are told indeed that Fehu took uo 
heed to walk in the Laws of God with all his heart, becauſe 
he departed not from the fins of Jeroboam, 2 Kings 10.31. 
We are told, that they that worſhipped ſtrange Gods, did 
mot return to the Lord with all their heart, 1 Sam. 3, 7, 
But we are no where told that he whois careful to avoid 
all Wilfulneſs, that will forſake his Father or his Mother, 
his Brother or Siſter, nay his own Life, for the ſake of 
God; that is, rather than ſin againſt him Knowingly & 
Willingly : We are no where told, that This man does 
not love God with all his heart. Nay tis probable this 
way and degree of expreſling our Love to the Second 
Perſon of the Trinity now, is but a mere clear arid di- 
ſtia& expreſſion of the Love that was owing to the Firſt 
Perſon in the Trinity under the Old Law. David, who 
beſt knew what it was to love God with all ones heart, 
becauſe himſelf was an Example of it, has tavght.us, 
That they ſeek the Lord with thetr whole Heart, who do 
ao Iniquity, Pſal. 119. 2, 3- that 1s, Heinous _— 
crate 
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berate'fins. For David knew that himſelf and all Man- 
kind would always have their ſecret fins, their ſins of Ig- 
norance and Inadvertency. 

But the ObjeCtor will rejeyn in the third place, Tho? 
[ am conſcious to my ſelf of no wilful Damaning ſin, yet 
tor ought I know I am extremely guilty before the great 
Searcher of Hearts. And St. Paul in this is my Precedent, 
In 1 Cor. 4-4- Though he knew nothing of himſelf, yet, he 
ſays, thereby he was nor juſtified. Wherefore I muſt go 
down with ſorrow to my Grave : If I am faved at latt, 
it muſt be by working oat my Salvation with fear and trem« 
bling. And fo great a man as the forementioned Apoſtle 
ſays, He counted not himſelf to have apprehended, but for- 
getting thoſe things that are behind, and reaching forth to 
thoſe things that are before, he preſſed towards the Mark, 
for w prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Phul. 3. 23. 

Bur on have read the words of St. John, If your hearts 


condemn you not, then have you confidence towards Ged.Y ou 


have-ſeen St. Payls great confidence & aſſurance, Hence» 
forth is laid up for me a Crown of Glory. Wherelore unleſs 
we will make St. Pax! contradict himſelf, and one Apo- 
ſtle to difagree with the other, there is bur little force in 
the Obje&tion from the 1/. to the Cor. If you conſult 
the place, you will find him to ſpeak to ſome that were 
very apt to cenſure him, as to the diſcharge of his Apo- 
ſtolical Fun&tion. And to reprove them for the rathneſs 
of their cenſures, he tells them how difficult it was to 
paſs a true Judgment. Forſays he, / know my own Intene 
tions, my ſecret Thoughts, and all my Carriage, and Beha- 
haviour in this matter, and am not conſcious to my ſelf of 
any failing in it ; yet 1 am not hereby juſtified, for ſome 
lip & omiſſion may be undiſcovered by me, and ſo 1 may 3 

[a 
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be wholly Innocent. And if 1 may be thus deceived in my 
own Affairs, how much more likely is it that you ſhould 2 
and therefore judge not. The whole Context runs thus > 
But with me it is a very ſmall thing that I ſhould be Judged 
of lou, or mans judgment ; yea I judge not my own ſelf. For 
. Tknow nething by my ſelf, yet am Inot hereby juſtified : But 
He that judgeth me is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing 
before the time, till the Lord come. But does he ſay, Tho'' 
I know nothing by my ſelf, yet I may be fo far Criminal, 
as to have brought my: ſelf into a ſtate of Damnation ? 
This would come up-tothe point, but nothing lefs will. 
Togoon then to the other parts of the Objection ; Tis 
true St. Pax! adviſes the Fhilippians to work out their 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling ; but this imports on- 
Iy, that they ſhould be careful and diligent in the dif- 
charge of their Duty ; juſt” as the fame Apoſtle bids 
Servants to obey their Maſters with Fear and. Trembling ; 
that is, to be careful to pleaſe them. Surely he does not 
mean, they could not know when they do fo. ' As for 
thac other paſſage, that St. Paw/ counted not himſelf to 
have apprehended; but look'd towards the things that 
were before, preſſing towards the Mark : What is this, 
but that he endeavour'd to grow & perſevere in his vir- 
ruous courſe, leſt by his after-negligence he might loſe 
the Prize. 


Thus Thavegrven a particularAnſwer to the principal 
Scruples and Objetions that may ariſe in- ſome good 
perſons minds. And now in ſhort I ſhall give a General 
One to them altogether, which will deaden the force of 
many more, that are not ſo conſiderable, nor fo cloſe to 
my preſent SubjeR, the mentioning of which would have 
{well'd this Tra&t beyon irs deſigned bounds. 4 
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My general Agiwer is. this; Thoſe! confiderations 
that would have overthrowa, the Peace of Conſcience, 
the. Joy and, the Coma of the moſt Godly; man. thar 
ever Was, and that-would make our Saviours, Yoke ex- 
treme unealſlie, they, not to mave. any 'man. 
hey themes ref if, they do.diſturb,us ; fort 
our Notion, of Gods and our. Saviours, Merey,, 
detra&t from the Goodneſs of the Covenant we are'uny 
der. Not but that a good man ought to ſtrive againſt, 


theſe. ſmaller bins, ney; i& he. docs. 00k, he- will find 


they: wit lag bien infeans into But.if he dif 
uigts himſelf becauſe he. bas 'd; IP 
be is.to, blame: Since. there gas holy conypercn a 


Haypinch, the: higher our Performances, the —_— > 
| Improvement our TORO; "e 26,8 bay ob lalige 


Bur if, we,do, not reach SY height that Humans, 
Nature.is capable of, (though: that were, to bg wiſhed; ) 
; yon voy ony 7 10.4, Napkin; - if we, axe not 
fothfyl, Servants, wa ſhall agcerteiny 
Es For of 0. Landy te he/thaphgs aka 
ities allored him, though. by reaſan- of. qur ſmaller, pgo- 
ciency, WE ſhall have a lower. agrafigns. us. Incihe. 
Inviſible, as well as the Viſible Heavens, there are Stars 
of. 3 grate 1p r. Magiytuge,. E109 
rf Heaven, thyughthey ar6:not. ſp chang 


© Thy, Ibope I have, given, farisfactign,to the Noukts, 
ind Scruples that men are apt roqueſtion theirSalvation, 
upon, tho' they have lived for a long time 1ti a conſcicn- 


tious diſcharge of their duty, without the commiſſion of 
b- 9 any 
1} 


. (30) 
any one Wilful Sin : And by doing of thjs I have pro- 
ved, even to the Doubting Chriftian, that rhe Rule 
have hy'd down is fiffictent toſecure any mans Salvati- 
on. What has been faid may ſerve alfo as a proof that we 
may certainly know qur State to Godwards, if we will 
carefully endeavour” it. For 'tis chiefly rhe fore-going 
Objections, that make men think ir difficulr, if nor im- 
poſſible. | 


But there remains one fort of Objeftions againſt this 
Certainty, and perhaps neceffary to be anfwer'd : They 
are taken from the words of the Prov. c. 20. v. 9. Who 
can ſay I have made my heart clean, [ am pure from fin? 
Asalfo from thoſe of ofhe Pſalmift, In thy fight no man hi- 
ving ſhall be juſtified. And of Job. 9.10. IF I juſtife my 
felf, my own mouth fhat® condemn me. Theſe and: man 
more fuch paſſkges fignifie only this, That we are all 
ſinners, and that if we ſay we have no fin, we deceive our 
fſebves, and the trath is not in us ; And that therefore we 
all-ftand in need of the Mercy of God, and the Merits of 
our Saviour. Now, if good men may certainty know 
that both theſe belong to them, as they may by the ho- 
lineſs of their Lives, the fore-going Texts may teach us 
humility, and the neceffity of Faith in Chriſt, butare far 
from overthrowing the Certainty I contend for. 


 M. There remains only one thing more to prove my 
Rule to deſerve that name, which is, that it u plain and 
eafie, ſuch as every man of common ſenſe may apply to him- 


felf; which is the third and laſt thing to be done. Of 
which briefly. | 


id 
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| If we have beers gialey of any Crime, through the vio- 
leace of our Paſſions, we are fo far from being, ignorant 
of if, that it wilt haune us day and night; it witt (| 
louder than the notes of the world, and willthruſt it ſelf 
iato our molt ſecret retirements ; itwill furprize us hke 
the Paſſion that occalion'd it, and we cannot get rid of 
, would we never (6 fain. 'Then foy wilful 11s, chey 
art of like'nature, they wilt be conſtantly upbraiding ns, 
and-flying in-our faces. And then if we have any ſenſe 
of Gods-Diſpleaſure, if we have any ſerious Conterr\ for 
Eternal Happinels, they wilt Both hung us front place to 
till they have driven' us into the ſhelrer of a ſevere 
. And this being, done, who cavriot tell, whe- 
ther for a long time together he has diligently avoided 
the like dangerous fins 2 Whether he harlived Righte- 
ouſly, Soberly and Godly in this preſent world, nor of- 
fending againſt his Duty to God or Man ? He that has 
lived thus, why ſhould he the leaſt doubt of his good 


' Eſtate » why ſhould not he give Peace and Comfort to 


his Soul, ſince he has a Merciful God to deal withal, 
ſince at the Right hand of God he has an High Prieſt, 
that feels his ] ities, and who has alſo told him, thaz: 
his Toke is eafie, and his Burden is light ? __ 


From what has been faid, 'tis plain, that they who' 
obey God, as to the generality of their ActBns, but, yet 
for the gratifying of a Luſt, or the promoting an Inte- 
reſt, now and then venture upon a ſinful Action ; 'tis 
plain, I fay, that they can make no advantage of this my 
Rule, bur to let them ſee the dangeroufnefs of rheir Con- 
dition. For they are ſtill out ot the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, though they are not far from it. For they reſemble 


not the Merchant that parted with all he had to p——_ | 
the 
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